the rape of lvcrece. 

y vhy C o L AT i n E, is woe the cure for woe ? 
po wounds helpe wounds, or griefe helpe greeuous 

Isitreuengetogiuethyfelfeablow, ^ (deeds? 

For his fowle Act, by whom thy faire wife bleeds ? 
Such childiih humor from weake minds proceeds, 

^ Thy'wretched wife miftooke the matter fo, 

To flaie her felfe that fhould haue llaine her Foe. 

Couragious Romaine, do not fteepe thy has t 
••In fuch relenting dew of Lamentations, 

Butkncele with me and helpe to beare thy part. 

To rowfe our Romaine Gods with inuocations, 
That they^wjil differ thefe abhominations . 

(Since Rome her felf in the doth ftand difgraced,) 
-By our ftrong arms fro forth her fair ftreets chaced. 

Now by the Capitoll that we adore, 

•And by this chalt bloud fo vniuftlie Rained, 

• By heauens faire fun that breeds the fat earths ftore, 
By all our countrey rights in Rome maintained, 
And by chaff Lvcrece foule that late complained 
Hcrwrongsto vs, and by this bloudie km.fe, 

• VVe w ill reuenge the death of this true wife. 

This 
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THE RAPE OF LVCRECE, 

This fayd, he ff rooke his hand vpon his breaft. 

And kilt the fatall knife to end his vow : 

And to his proteff ation vrg’d the reft, 

V V ho wondring at him, did his words allow. 

Then ioyntlie to the ground their knees they bow, 
Andthatdeepc vow which Brvtvs made before, 
He doth againe repeat, and that they fwore. 

When they had fworne to this aduifed doome. 
They did conclude to beare dead Lvcrece thence, 
To {hew her bleeding bodie thorough Roomc, 

And lo to publilh Tar qv i n s fowle offence^ 
Which being done, with fpeedie diligence. 

The Romaines plaufibly didgiue confent. 

To Tarqjins euerlaftingbanilhment. 


FINIS. 
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